Public Notice

U.S. Army Corps  Permit Application No: 23171
Of Engineers Date Issued: 3 December 2003
Galveston District Comments Due: 5 January 2004

U.S.ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS, GALVESTON DISTRICT

PURPOSE OF PUBLIC NOTICE: To inform you of a proposd for work in which you might be
interested. It is aso to solicit your comments and information to better enable us to make a reasonable
decison on factors affecting the public interest. We hope you will participate in this process.

AUTHORITY: Thisapplicationwill bereviewed pursuant to Section 10 of the Riversand Harbors Act of
1899

APPLICANT: Cameron County Irrigation Digtrict #2
P.O. Box 687
San Benito, Texas 78586-0007
Telephone: 956-399-2484

AGENT: Bureau of Reclamation
300 East 8" Street, Suite G-169
Ausgtin, Texas 78701-3270
Teephone: 512-916-5664
POC: Debbie Blackburn

LOCATION: Theproject islocated at the existing pump stetion facility on the Rio Grande near thetown
of Los Indios, Cameron County, Texas. The project can be located on the U.S.G.S. quadrangle map
entitled: Santa Maria, Texas. Approximate UTM Coordinates. Zone 14; Eagting: 624455; Northing:
2881245.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The agpplicant proposes to replace the existing pump sation with
condruction of anew pump dtation facility a theend of theexigting inlet channel dongthe Rio Grande. The
new facility will belocated approximately 150 feet from the exigting facility. Thedesgn cdlsfor a3,000- to
5,000-square-foot open-air facility, condsting of eight vertica dectric turbine pumps mounted on aconcrete
pad with ashed roof. The new facility will be constructed on uplands adjacent to the exigting inlet channdl.



Following congtruction of the plant, approximatdy 12,800 cubic yards of sand, st and clay will be
mechanically excavated to connect the pumping plant with theexisting inlet channd. The excavated materiad
will be placed in an area of gpproximately 50-feet by 150-feet, located southeast of the existing pump
dation outside of the IBWC levy. Silt fences will be placed around the excavated materid to prevent
eroson until permanent vegetation is established. The gpplicant’s plans are enclosed in 4 sheets.

NOTES: This public notice is being issued based on information furnished by the gpplicant. This
information has not been verified.

A preliminary review of this application indicates that an Environmenta Impact Statement (EIS) is not
required. Since permit assessment isacontinuing process, thispreliminary determination of ElSrequirement
will be changed if data or information brought forth in the coordination processis of asignificant nature.

OTHER AGENCY AUTHORIZATIONS. The project Steis not located within the Texas Coadta
Zone and therefore, does not require certification from the Texas Coastal Management Program.

STATE WATER QUALITY CERTIFICATION: No water quality certification is required.

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES:. The gaff archaeologist has reviewed the latest
published version of the National Register of Historic Places, lists of properties determined igible, and
other sources of information. The following is current knowledge of the presence or asence of historic
properties and the effects of the undertaking upon these properties:

A higtoric properties investigation has been conducted within the permit area. No sites
determined eligible for or listed on the Nationa Register of Historic Places are within the
permit area or affected area

THREATENED AND ENDANGERED SPECIES. Prdiminary indicaions are that no known
threatened and/or endangered species or their critical habitat will be affected by the proposed work.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT: Thisnoticeinitiatesthe Essentia Fish Habitat consultation requirements
of the Magnuson- Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act. Our initid determinationisthat the
proposed action would not have a substantial adverse impact on Essentid Fish Habitat or Federally

managed fisheriesinthe Gulf of Mexico. Our find determination relativeto project impactsand the need for
mitigation measures is subject to review by and coordination with the National Marine Fisheries Service.
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PUBLIC INTEREST REVIEW FACTORS: Thisapplicationwill bereviewed in accordance with 33
CFR 320- 330, the Regulatory Programs of the Corps of Engineers, and other pertinent laws, regulations
and executive orders. Thedecisonwhether toissueapermit will be based on an evauation of the probable
impacts, including cumulative impacts, of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decison will
reflect the nationa concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefits, which
reasonably may be expected to accrue from the proposal, must be baanced againg its reasonably
foreseegble detriments.  All factors, which may be relevant to the proposd, will be consdered: among
those are conservation, economics, aesthetics, generd environmental concerns, wetlands, historic
properties, fish and wildlife vaues, flood hazards, floodplain vaues, land use, navigation, shoreeroson and
accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety, food and fiber
production, minera needs and, in generd, the needs and welfare of the people.

SOLICITATION OF COMMENTS: The Corpsof Engineersis soliciting comments from the public,
Federd, State, and loca agencies and officids, Indian tribes, and other interested parties in order to
consder and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity. Any commentsreceived will be considered by
the Corps of Engineersto determine whether to issue, modify, condition or deny apermit for this proposal.
To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties,
water quaity, generd environmentd effects, and the other public interest factors listed above. Comments
are usad in the preparation of an Environmenta Impact Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact
Statement pursuant to the National Environmenta Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the
need for a public hearing and to determine the overal public interest of the proposed activity.

This public noticeis being digtributed to dl known interested personsin order to assist in developing facts
upon which a decision by the Corps of Engineers may be based. For accuracy and completeness of the
record, dl datain support of or in opposition to the proposed work should be submitted in writing setting
forth sufficient detail to furnish adear understanding of the reasons for support or opposition.

PUBLIC HEARING: Prior to the close of the comment period any person may make awritten request
for apublic hearing setting forth the particular reasonsfor the request. The Didtrict Engineer will determine
whether the issues are subgtantia and should be considered in the permit decison. If apublic hearing is
warranted, al known interested personswill be notified of the time, date, and location.
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CLOSEOF COMMENT PERIOD: All commentspertaining to this Public Notice must reech thisoffice
on or before 5 January 2004. Extensons of the comment period may be granted for vaid reasons
provided awritten request isreceived by thelimiting date. 1f no commentsar ereceived by that date, it
will be considered that there are no objections. Comments and requests for additiona information
should be submitted to:

Steve Moore

Regulatory Branch, CESWG-PE-RCC
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

5151 Flynn Parkway, Suite 306
Corpus Chridti, Texas 78411-4318
361-814-5847 Phone

361-814-5847 Fax

DISTRICT ENGINEER
GALVESTON DISTRICT
CORPS OF ENGINEERS
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